
 
Dear Colleagues and Friends in and beyond our member schools, 
 
Welcome to the most recent edition of the FOBISIAN newsletter. The pages 
that follow are a rich reflection of all that you make possible for our Federa-
tion to achieve with and for you. I hope you will enjoy all that is reported, take 
pride in your membership, and also think about how you might also best be 
able to contribute even more. 
 

As our academic year draws to a close it is right and worthy to take a some moments to reflect 
on all that has been achieved and all the work that has been done and remains underway by so 
many people and especially my quite amazing colleagues on the Executive Committee. I make no 
excuse for what is normally a simple introduction being a significantly longer piece than normal, 
but I really do want to appraise you all about the exciting developments ahead. So, please read 
on and learn more about … 
 
the too often unsung work of the Executive Committee throughout this year... 
 
John Todd (Dulwich College Suzhou) as Vice Chairman and in managing the “Membership and 
Standards” brief continues to do sterling work in the review of new applications and the          
subsequent management of visits. Thanks to all your positive votes on the reports delivered by 
visiting teams to The International School of Samui, Koh Samui, Thailand and to The International 
School @ ParkCity, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  I am delighted to welcome both school communities 
and their respective Heads, Mrs Lisa Hawkins and Andrew Dalton into membership. We look    
forward to the latter presenting their schools to us when they attend the forthcoming November 
Conference that is this year to be hosted by the Tanglin Trust School in Singapore. In addition, 
further applications have been received from a number of other schools and teams are being 
organised to visit Shenzhen College of International Education, Shenzhen, China and British Inter-
national School Hanoi, Vietnam in the early weeks of the new academic year. If this were not 
enough to keep John busy he has also masterminded the brief for a review of our visit proce-
dures and    standards that will best ensure we sustain the standards that are of central im-
portance to us. 
 
Our Secretary Stephen Holroyd (Shrewsbury International School, Bangkok) as well as overseeing 
the brief on Communications has also accepted the chairmanship of our Future Directions Sub-
Committee. This group which includes all members of the existing ExCom and Shaun Williams 
(BIS Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam), Ann McDonald (Kellett School, Hong Kong), and Stuart Tasker 
(GIS Rayong) met in person for the first time in Bangkok on June 1st. Stephen set about training 
us to be able to use the best of available software to enable on-going electronic debate and    
collaboration “in the cloud”.   
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In addition, the first steps were taken on creating a first brief on which to take some pro-bono consultation with 
international experts in the field (Goldman-Sachs) of organisational structures. The work of this group really is pivotal 
to all that we want to achieve with and for the membership in the immediate months ahead, as there is a strong 
determination to ensure that our ever-growing organisation retains all that is best of its character but also ensures that 
it is operationally “future-proofed” and able to continue to efficiently serve. Stephen’s lead on this work means that 
the tentacles of influence have an impact on all other areas that our colleagues are working on and about which more 
detail now follows. 
 
As we all work relentlessly to pursue excellence in our operational practices for the Federation, and with the growth of 
the membership requiring ever more feedback from Head Office in Bangkok, there is inevitability about the fact that 
our organisation is becoming more expensive to run. Here the work of our treasurer Simon Watson (Kolej Tuanku 
Ja’afar, Malaysia) has been relentless in the drive to make us ever more financially efficient, to keep fees at a 
reasonable level, but at the same time enable all those improvements that are related to sustaining quality services 
and standards for the membership. The number-crunching is an often thankless task but the Federation remains in 
good financial shape thanks to Simon’s careful stewardship and the excellent manner in which he keeps us all 
appraised of the financial consequences of those decisions we make on your behalf. 
 
Responsibility for sustaining our presence at various international gatherings (BSME and COBIS for myself) and at the 
Schools Working Party Group Meeting with the International Education Council in London, have been responsibilities 
that have been jointly shouldered with me by Kathy Wood (Hornbill School Brunei). Kathy and I have worked to keep 
channels of communication open with the DfE, DTI, and Kathy has been a special champion with those educational 
providers who support NQT training and the completion of the UK probationary year in our BSO member schools. In 
addition, Kathy has kindly agreed to chair those debates that will need to take place between the Sports, Music and 
Events, and CPD Executive Committees, as they all pursue their own respective agendas for the organisation of their 
events, but at the same time must be held under an organisational umbrella that will ensure equity, fairness and a 
pragmatic workability at their core. 
 
Mick Farley (Harrow International School Bangkok) continues to be our Heads link with those colleagues from our 
schools who volunteer to drive the CPD Executive Committee(s) in three distinct regions. Seeing the conception of the 
forthcoming Teachers’ Conference in October come to a certain birth in the hands of Neil Richards and the wonderful 
team at BIS Phuket, is perhaps just one of the bright lights of achievement for this amazing group of people. In 
addition, the fact that we as an organisation have had to limit and control the number of JAWs offerings says so much 
about all of our colleagues hunger for continuing their own professional development. It is an awesome trait for all 
who are part of the Federation to be proud of, but which also takes a massive amount of work by this dedicated group 
of colleagues. 
 

Sport, and especially in the form of “The Games” has for so long rightly been at the forefront of the Federation’s public 
face and has epitomised in many ways the determination to focus on activities that will best serve the pupils. There are 
many challenges ahead for “The Games” and the format in which the opportunities that events afford our pupils will 
continue to exist. The physical geography of the region alone dictates that there must be development. Getting the 
balance right between affording opportunities for elite sportsmen and women to compete with each other and at the 
same time retaining the all-important ethos of the friendly games that are open to all will be an ever-growing 
challenge.  Barnaby Sandow (Jerudong International School, Brunei) has taken over a Heads liaison link with the HoPE 
Executive Committee at this critical time and is already working alongside them to ensure that all that we want for our 
children will be able to continue in some perhaps as yet undefined developing shape and form.  Another enormous 
vote of thanks is due from all of us to those members of our PE faculties who “step-up” and are taking the lead in 
meeting this challenge. 
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Deliberately the last of my colleagues to be mentioned but by no means the least is John Moore (The British School, 
Kathmandu) who has taken over from Stuart McLay as heads liaison with the Music and Events Executive Committee.  
Having been thwarted in his attempts to join the Music Executive Committee by the recent earthquakes in Nepal, 
John has nevertheless worked tirelessly to keep communications with his Executive Committee efficient and open. 
When he was recently able to join us in Bangkok, it was with some element of awe that we were all to realise that as 
well as raising and managing in excess of GBP100,000 of aid for Nepalese relief projects, that John’s  school 
community remained more than committed to supporting his leadership of this equally important group of talented 
and hard-working colleagues drawn from the faculties of our schools. 
 
The end of any year is also a time for farewells and it is with mixed feelings of sadness and joy that we have to say 
goodbye to Stuart McLay (Kinabalu International School, Sabah, Malaysia) as he leaves the region to take up a senior 
position with CIS. Stuart has, for as many years as I have known him, epitomised the quiet supportive character that 
is always there to pick up a job that needs doing and does so without any fuss or bother……. He will be enormously 
missed by his own school but also by all in the Federation. However, it is right and appropriate that such a good 
person has achieved such an important position within an organisation of world-wide repute and will now be 
exerting influence on the education offered by international schools around the world. The region will miss you, 
Stuart, but the world is lucky to have you… 
 
Colleagues and friends. I fear that this lengthy message may have tried your patience at times but I have felt it most 
important to try and share with you some sense of the vast amount of work that is being done on your behalf and a 
little about the personalities that voluntarily sit behind all of this. We are of course all supported by our excellent full-
time employees at FOBISIA HQ in Bangkok and our satellite secretariat in Kuala Lumpur.  I know that my ExCom 
colleagues will modestly say that most of the work is done by Mona (Sports and Events), Daphne (CPD), Gurmeet 
(Secretarial) and Tania who keeps everything under control. It will be my great pleasure to more personably 
introduce Daphne, Mona and Tania to you all in November at our conference in Singapore where I hope that each 
and every one of you will go out of your way to say hello and make their acquaintance…. Gurmeet who you all know 
so well as the longest and most loyal serving of our support staff, has shared with us her intention to take early 
retirement with effect from November 2016. This will be a time when we will see our administrative presence in 
Malaysia end and operations centralised in Bangkok. Gurmeet will be greatly missed by us all but it is good that we 
have a year with her to plan her send-off at the Bangkok conference in November 2016. I am now conscious that with 
this message running to a number of pages you may feel that I have rambled-on for too long. However, I do hope 
that you will understand my wish to in some way try and bridge the large “news gap” that exists between our March 
and November gatherings. I hope you will find the content useful and that it will serve to prevent there being too 
many surprises when we next meet in Singapore.  
 
All that remains is for me to hope that the summer vacation period will be happy, harmonious and restful for you and 
all who contribute to making your schools the very special learning environments that they are. With sincere and 
heartfelt best wishes to you all as ever, 
 
 
 
 
Gary D. Benfield. (Headmaster of the ABC International School, HCMC, Vietnam; June 2015) 



Page 4 

UPDATE FROM THE FOBISIA EXECUTIVE OFFICER                     
 
Dear Member, 
 
As the academic year comes to a close it’s a great time to reflect on all that has taken place within the    
FOBISIA membership. 
 
This year there were 77 FOBISIA related events! These included 18 FOBISIA Friendly Games, 15 Student 
(Non-Sport) events and 5 Invitational Sporting events. There were 34 JAWS and/or Conference style CPD 

events. Then there were the Heads’ Conference & Business Meetings, the Bursar/Business Manager’s Conference as well as the 
Community Services Conference.  
 
A huge thank you to all host schools and the amazing staff that championed these events.  
 
This year saw staffing at FOBISIA double in size. Last August we welcomed Daphne Wong to coordinate FOBISIA’s CPD, and in 
January, Mona Wu to work with FOBISIA Sports and other student events. They, along with Gurmeet Kaur have done a wonderful 
job supporting their Executive teams and our membership schools. Many thanks to them.   
 
The calendar for all events for academic year 2015/16 are now listed on the FOBISIA website. The first event listed on the calen-
dar is the CPD Leader’s Conference at Kellett School Hong Kong for the 11th/12th September closely followed by the Heads of PE 
Conference (24th/25th September) at Garden International School, Kuala Lumpur.     
 
We are also looking forward to the inaugural FOBISIA Teacher’s Conference at British International School Phuket. An amazing 
offer of CPD is planned for the two day event on the 17th/18th October. For more information on this please contact 
tania.donoghue@fobisia.org or ldaniel@bisphuket.ac.th  
 

In addition to enjoying the articles in the FOBISIAN 
please keep up-to-date with the latest news and 
real time updates on Twitter #FOBISIA or message 
@FOBISIA1 and Facebook, Fobisia - Click Like. 
 
All the very best wishes for a fun, safe holiday. We 
hope that you have a well-deserved break and we 
look forward to assisting you with your FOBISIA 
events and business in the new academic year. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tania 

Music Teachers ’ Conference 2015  

CPD Executive Meeting 2015  HoPE 2015 in BIS Phuket  

mailto:tania.donoghue@fobisia.org
mailto:ldaniel@bisphuket.ac.th
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NEPAL EARTHQUAKE  
 

The last 2 months have been an interesting 
time for everyone here at The British 
School, Kathmandu. Since the 25th of April 
when the initial 7.8 earthquake struck,   
Nepal has been rocked by 324 earth-
quakes.  
 
The supportive response from the interna-
tional community especially the FOBISIA 
community has been astounding. We have 
been able to raise over £130,000 with our 
appeal and over 20% of this total has come 
from FOBISIA schools. Our initial response 
to the earthquakes was to provide tempo-
rary shelters and supplies to communities 
in the Dhading province. We supported 
efforts to build temporary classrooms but 

they are in urgent need of a more permanent solution. In partnership with our engineer we have drawn up detailed 
plans to build permanent classrooms for these schools that are earthquake resistant and will allow students to enjoy 

their normal school lives. The FOBISIA community has also 
donated counselling time to individuals here in Nepal and 
this counselling time has enabled them to return to nor-
malcy within their day to day lives.  
 
We are incredibly grateful for the messages of support and 
financial contributions that the FOBISIA community has    
donated. With this support we have been able to renew 
the hope of the communities we work with.  
  
Isaac Robinson 
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SHREWSBURY FUN RUN – RUN FOR NEPAL 

The annual Shrewsbury Family Fun Run took place on 

Thursday 18th June, with over 500 students, parents, 

teachers and alumni of all ages and abilities, taking part in 

a series of races throughout the day. 

 

The Fun Run is one of the most popular moments in 

Shrewsbury International School’s busy events calendar, 

and an importance chance for the whole community to 

come together and to show their support for the school’s 

charity partners. 

 

In response to the recent earthquakes, this year’s event 

was themed ‘Run for Nepal’; a country with whom the 

Shrewsbury community shares many strong connections, 

and a cause which is particularly close to our hearts. In the 

relay race, teams of four designed their own Nepal-themed flag to carry around the course, many of which included 

messages of support for their friends in the country. Meanwhile, sales of the stylish fun-run t-shirt, the main fundrais-

ing element of the day, also proved extremely popular, with over 1,300 t-shirts sold in the lead up to the event, making 

for a very visible show of Shrewsbury’s solidarity for the Nepalese people. 

 

T-shirt sales provided an additional injection to an already impressive fundraising effort by the community since the 

earthquake struck in April. Before the afternoon races began, and in front of a packed crowd of runners and             

supporters, School’s Charity Committee was proud to present a cheque of 400,000 Baht to the Disaster Emergency 

Committee’s (DEC) Nepal Earthquake Fund. 

 Continued next page/=              
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Following an extremely busy charity 

fundraising week at Shrewsbury, the 

Committee were also extremely pleased 

to present cheques to several of the 

school’s long term charity partners, in-

cluding the Mercy Center, Khlong Toey 

(300,000 Baht), The Sister Louise Foun-

dation, Din Daeng (200,000 Baht) and 

The Hub, Pomprab district (100,000 

Baht); funds which will assist the deliv-

ery of major capital projects including 

the refurbishment and building of new 

teaching and counseling facilities for 

some of the poorest communities in 

Bangkok, as well as victims of abuse, 

conflict and HIV.  A further 400,000 Baht 

was also presented to the school’s     

charity partner in the Philippines; money that will help to re-build a 

school that was destroyed by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. 

 

Following the presentation, and with the Sixth Form band providing 

the background music, the races began. Whilst some elected for a 

more sedate approach, others clocked some truly impressive times, 

including a sub 13-minute 3km race record for Year 13 leaver, Alex 

Taylor. 

 

 

A massive thank you to everyone involved in the 

event; to our sponsors, Parents Association, race 

marshals, supporters and runners for making 

this the best Fun Run yet! 
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 MUSIC TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2015 

More than 50 Music teachers from schools in 
the FOBISIA network gathered in Hong Kong 
from 21st to 24th May, 2015. The conference 
was hosted by Clare Lambert and her team 
(Euan Kilpatrick and Cristyn Draper) at Dis-
covery Bay International School and had two 
strands: Executive Committee and the      
general meetings where the future direction 
of FOBISIA Music was discussed and a variety 
of CPD opportunities was offered.  On the 
first day, all the teachers enjoyed the ice 
breaker of playing the Chinese Drums. 

The keynote speaker and workshop leader for the event was Amelia Chan, a violinist and the Concertmaster of the City 
Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong. She gave delegates much food for thought in both the whole group and workshop 
sessions. A range of teaching professionals offered workshops on a wide range of topics including best classroom     
practice, examination discussions, composition and performance. The conference culminated in an impromptu orches-
tral rehearsal with Amelia supporting a number of Music teachers puttig the players through their paces as conductors. 

Huge thanks to Clare Lambert and team for hosting such an eclectic and professionally beneficial event. We are       al-
ready looking forward to the conference at The Alice Smith School, KL next year. 

By Stewart McClenaghan, Junior School Music Leader,  

Shrewsbury International School 
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2015 FOBISIA DRAMA FESTIVAL 
From 3-6 February 2015, over 100 students from seven schools across Asia met 
at British School Manila to take part in the 2015 FOBISIA Drama Festival. 

 

The overarching theme Mind the Gap reflected the desire to find ways to 
bridge the gap between generations, cultures, beliefs and attitudes and de-
scribe a framework that would enable young people from across the continent 
to work together, to take risks and to take a leap of faith into a way of working 
that they might not have experienced before. 

 

Working with leading, award winning UK Theatre Company, Frantic Assembly, 
students participated in a wide and varied series of skills-based practical work-
shops, leading towards a final performance, collaborating together to create a 
vibrant piece of work that dazzled the audience and left a lasting impression. 

 

Over the course of the Festival, participants had the opportunity to learn Stage 
Combat skills, experiment with Experiential Theatre and lots of fake blood, 
practically apply Grotowski’s theories, learn about the effective use of stage 
space and were taken well out of their comfort zone and challenged to meet 

the demands of Frantic Assembly’s very physical and thought-provoking approach to making theatre. 

 

But it wasn’t all work.  They were also able to spend an evening at the exclusive Manila Polo Club and to attend a Gala 
Dinner where they were entertained by singers from PCF, one of BSM’s Service Learning Partners, a charity which 
works with young people in the most deprived areas of Manila to give them an education.   On the final day, after the 
performance, students were able to quiz the Frantic Practitioners in a formal Q&A session, asking questions about ca-
reers in the theatre and approaches to making theatre. 

 

Working with experienced practitioners from a leading professional theatre company for an extended period of time is 
a rare privilege and every student seized this opportunity with zest.  At the end of the Festival, representatives from 
each school were able to reflect on the process of development and creation, talk with confidence about the skills they 
had learned and applied and looked forward to their further application. 

 

This is the first time that Frantic Assembly have worked with so large a group, with such a wide age range, so it was also 
a learning opportunity for them.  They needed to work at a much faster pace than normal and did so without sacrificing 
the high quality of work that they are known for.  As a rough rule of thumb, they would normally budget to complete 
one minute’s worth of performance for each eight hours of work with a group of 20 students.   It is a testament to both 
the students involved and Frantic Assembly that they were able to produce an excellent 20 minute performance after 
only 18 hours of work in total.  Frantic were certainly successfully challenged to step out of their comfort zone and 
bridge the gap in the same way that we asked our students to, and this is the hallmark of a good experience! 

 

We look forward now to the 2016 Festival at Jerudong International School in Brunei.  Planning has already com-
menced for this and the theme of Shakespeare and The Globe will bring yet another dimension to the skills acquisition 
of students in British Schools across Asia. 

 

By Robin Kyne, Director of Visual & Performing Arts,  

British School Manila 
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BISS PUXI HOSTS THE FOBISIA PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 

Last weekend the top primary mathematicians from across Asia’s British International Schools came to British           
International School Puxi, Shanghai (BISSP) to compete in the two-day FOBISIA Primary Maths Challenge. Andrew   
Foster, Primary Maths Coordinator ran the event and explains all the different challenges and tests the children had to 
complete.  
 
This competition was designed to stretch the very best mathematicians from the schools attending, most students 
being in Year 6, and there were a lot of challenges for them to compete in, including both individual and team         
challenges. There were 124 children here in total with over 30 teams competing.  
 
On Friday the mathematicians took part in the Maths trail at Minhang Park, an ice breaker activity. All the children 
were mixed up into different teams, with only one child from each school per team. The competitors had to work out 
co-ordinates on a map and then once they had found their way to the co-ordinates, they had to answer questions    
specific to that location. 
 
In the afternoon things got a bit more serious with the individual events including a mental mathematics test, a      
written test – word problems, a logic paper and a spatial paper. 
 
After the first day of maths there was a trip to the Bund with a boat cruise down the river, to give all the traveling 
teams a chance to see the spectacular Shanghai skyline. 
 
On Saturday it was time for the Team Challenge. There were lots of sections to this challenge and the children had to 
really work together to complete them all. 
 

 
 
 

Continued next page/=              
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 First was a ‘Countdown’ round. Similar to the popular British game show, this is a game of mental maths and well 

done to our team that won this round! 
 Followed by a written paper. 
 The investigation round was next. The teams had to investigate step pyramids and present their findings on paper. 
 The logic round was next. 
 The Split relay saw teams split in half and the children had to run and get a question to answer with their partner as 

quickly as possible. 
 The final round was the construction round – building a wind powered vehicle. This was chosen because China was 

the first country to build one. In the year 500 AD, a famous Chinese philosopher constructed a carriage powered by 
the wind, which could carry 30 men and travel hundreds of kilometers every day! 

 
The event ended with an award    cer-
emony and a big celebration      din-
ner in school. 
 

Individual Results 

Well done to Matthew Sigit from the 
British School of Jakarta who won the 
individual competition. 
 

Team Results 

The overall competition was won by 
Bangkok Patana. Well done to all 
teams! 
 
Emma Tang from 5B said of the com-
petition: “The FOBISIA Primary Maths 

Challenge was very challenging but I enjoyed it thoroughly. My favourite activity was the team construction round. We 
had to construct a wind powered land vehicle. Although building it took a lot of planning, construction and teamwork it 
was worth it in the end!” 
 
Joshua Wang from Year 6 felt the pressure of the event: “This event was a challenge for me as there is a lot of pressure 
when competing against over 120 children!” 
  
Contributed by: Andrew Foster, Year 3 Class teacher, The British International School, Puxi, Shanghai 
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   FOBISIA MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 2014/2015 

The ABC International School in Ho Chi Minh City, 

Vietnam, was proud to host the annual FOBISIA 

Model United Nations Conference. 

 

The focus was centered on debating the success or 

otherwise of the Millennium  Development  Goals 

(see event website: http://fobisiamun.weebly.com/) 

but topics as diverse as the political situation in 

Western Sahara and the preservation of buildings in 

East and South East Asia were also debated.   

We would like to thank all schools who participated. 

 

Ian Bosonnet, 

Head of School Standards. 

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffobisiamun.weebly.com%2F&h=5AQEExKlh&enc=AZN---vUy0Zp7TWOFkW0w3eChz7krlQOvgbYcUdKsew_zLGQeu129i5gPEmQWKSC_2m-hid9Xj5a6wIEH3znqcYuMkqtsYEGR32NOQYhbokmk26zjb_ZE5FU5E9ABlMB1W2eOYDQSNe52H97qECDmM_ICkCyUVZkykUqhcWSaeXe3Bh
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FOBISIA MEMBER SCHOOLS ATTEND THE ISTA MIDDLE SCHOOL FESTIVAL AT REGENTS     
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL PATTAYA  

Over 120 students from 
eight International Schools 
recently attended an action-
packed weekend of Drama 
activities hosted by the   Re-
gents International School. 
The theme of the Interna-
tional Schools Theatre Asso-
ciation (ISTA) Festival was 
Gods and Monsters. 

 

The students came from 
schools in all parts of South-
East Asia, many of which are 
also schools that participate 
in FOBISIA.   

 

The students were divided 
into 5 core group workshops 
which explored the essential 
skills such as Physical Thea-
tre, Voice work, Playwriting 
and      Storytelling.  

 

‘I don’t know how to       de-
scribe ISTA but the       closest 
word is extraordinary’ (Jaime
-Regent’s     student) 

 

As well as the students in 
the Core Workshop Groups, 
older High School            As-
sociates comprised of GCSE 
and Theatre students plus 
Gap Staff assisted the work-
shop leaders. These students 
and the visiting teachers all 
had ISTA led workshops on  
different aspects of Theatre 
practice.  

 

The students were treated to a BBQ and Disco on the final night before going home to their host families. For many 
of the visiting students it was their first visit to Thailand and the intensity of the work and warmth and hospitality 
they received from the students and host families made leaving very difficult.   
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FOBISIA SHORT STORY COMPETITION 2015  

 
Critically acclaimed author of young adult novels Jenny Valentine was FOBISIA's celebrity 
judge for this year's FOBISIA Short Story Competition 2015 "Taking Risks". 
 
The winners have been announced! You can read their winning entries by clicking on the 
website links below. 
 
The winner and two runners-up in each category received certificates, had their stories 
published on the FOBISIA website and receive an autographed copy of Jenny's newest 
novel. 
 

 
 
 

Primary   
winners 

Name School Link 

1st place Sammy Anuras Bangkok Patana School  1st  

2nd place Andaman Claire Tolley Bangkok International           
Preparatory & Secondary 
School 

 2nd 

3rd place Doh Young Jeong Discovery Bay Internation-
al School 

 3rd 

        

Secondary 
winners 

Name School Link 

1st place Loqman James Bin Yahya 
Kelly 

Kolej Tuanku Ja'afar  1st 

2nd place Raphaelle Tseng The Alice Smith School  2nd 

3rd place KeaganTan Garden International 
School, Kuala Lumpur 

 3rd 

http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/1st_Place_Primary_-_Sammy_Anuras,_Bangkok_Patana_School.pdf
http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/2nd_Place_Primary_-_Andaman_Claire_Tolley,_Bangkok_Prep.pdf
http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/3rd_Place_Primary_-_Doh_Young_Jeong,_Discovery_Bay_International_School.pdf
http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/1st_Place_Secondary_-_Loqman_James_Bin_Yahya_Kelly,_Kolej_Tuanku_Ja'afar.pdf
http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/2nd_Place_Secondary_-_Raphaelle_Tseng,_The_Alice_Smith_School.pdf
http://www.fobisia.org/uploaded/images/Sports/Mona/Mona_articles/3rd_Place_Secondary_-_KeaganTan,_Garden_International_School,_Kuala_Lumpur.pdf
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BRITISH SCHOOL MANILA HOSTS THE FOBISIA PRIMARY 
GROUP A3 GAMES 

 

 

Between 13th – 17th May we welcomed Discovery Bay International School, Harrow International School Bangkok, 
Seoul Foreign British School, Jerudong International School and the British International School Shanghai, Puxi to Ma-
nila as BSM proudly hosted the 2015 A3 Primary FOBISIA Games. We made the ‘Friendly Games’ a real focus of our 
hosting and the atmosphere lived up to expectation from the moment the students arrived. 
 
The students learnt a new phrase - the Filipino greeting ‘Mabuhay’ and quickly settled into three days of competi-
tion.  Throughout the Athletics, Tee-Ball, Swimming and Football events that followed it was a real pleasure to see the 
positivity and enthusiasm displayed by all the students, coaches and parents from the visiting schools. They joined our 
community in the true spirit of the games and created a truly wonderful and supportive atmosphere in which the ath-
letes thrived. 
 
We are very proud of our own successes as we roared home to finish 1stin the pool, joint 1st with DBIS in Athletics and 
picked up the Year 6 Tee-Ball Gold along two further Gold medals in the Football. 
 
A fond memory we will take away from the games are the two separate occasions when children were so thrilled to 
have made the podium that they could not stop themselves from jumping up and down, grinning from ear to ear when 
they received their bronze medals. A just reward for all that hard work and practice!  
 
For three days our school was a sporting festival where smiles abounded and the place tingled with a carnival spirit so 
thick in the air it was almost visible! 
 

To put on an event like this takes a huge team effort and we must thank everyone who was involved in making this the 
special event that it was. Everyone associated with the games did their jobs and pulled in the same direction and we 

have received nothing but glowing praise from visiting schools reflecting 
on their experiences. 
 
It certainly was “more fun in the Philippines” and we look forward to 
welcoming back our wonderful guests in 2017. 
 
Report by: Lewis Keens, Director of Sport & Glenn Hardy, Head of        
Primary School 
 

 



SHREWSBURY HOSTS THE FOBISIA PRIMARY GROUP A1 GAMES 2015 

As Shrewsbury bid farewell to our six teams at the 
games-ending gala dinner on Sunday 17th May we 
were able to look back and reflect on a fantastic 
three days of friendship, competition and 
achievement. Eyes were weary and bodies ached 
but the performances and efforts displayed by all 
six teams (SHB, BPS, GIS, TTS, KLASS and DCS) at the 
Primary FOBISIA Group A1 Games 2015 
demonstrated the true spirit of the ‘Friendly 
Games’. Personal best times and distance records 
were broken and games were won and lost but 
more importantly 240 students from across Asia 
came together and made new friendships.  

 

Whether it was in the pool, track or on the field we 
were thoroughly impressed with the standard of 
athleticism, performance and sportsmanship from 
all schools and teams. Competing in extremely hot 
conditions throughout the three days, no squad 

exemplified the spirit of the Games better than Shrewsbury’s 40 young athletes, and their efforts were rewarded with a 
gold medal in the Tee Ball plate championships. Meanwhile, the team from Kuala Lumpur’s Alice Smith School had 
perhaps the most successful championship, with victories in 4 of the 10 team disciplines. 

 

This was the first year that we piloted a new format which allowed greater participation with access for only Year 5 and 
Year 6 students. Using differentiated games programmes and more events in the swimming and athletics really helped 
to deliver a fully inclusive games for all. 

 

Co-hosted at Bangkok’s Bang Mod stadium and Bangkok Patana School, the event presented a massive logistic 
challenge for Shrewsbury’s Sports and Activities department. However, precision planning and a massive amount of 
team work helped to deliver another seamless event, just 3 months after the inaugural FOBISIA age group swimming 
championships at Shrewsbury. 

 

Shrewsbury would like to thank all participating schools for their great spirit throughout the games and also to the 400 
parents who travelled across South East Asia to support and cheer on their teams.  
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As we bid farewell to our six teams on Sunday 17 May at the gala dinner at the Chatrium Riverside Hotel, we were able 
to look back and reflect on a fantastic three days of friendship, competition and achievement. Eyes were weary and 
bodies ached but the performances and efforts displayed by all six teams (SHB, BPS, GIS, TTS, KLASS and DCS ) at the 
FOBISIA Group A1 Games 2015 demonstrated the true spirit of the ‘Friendly Games’. Personal best times and distance 
records were broken and games were won and lost but more importantly 240 students from across Asia came together 
and made new friendships.  
 
Whether it was in the pool, track or on the field we were thoroughly impressed with the standard of sport, 
performances and sportsmanship from all schools and teams.   
 
Shrewsbury would like to thank all participating schools for their great sportsmanship throughout the games and also 
to the 400 parents who travelled across South East Asia to support and cheer on their teams. 
 
This was the first year that we piloted a new format which allowed greater participation with access for only Year 5 and 
Year 6 students. Using a differentiated games programmes and more events in the swimming and athletics really 
helped to deliver a fully inclusive games for all. 
 
Thank you to all the Shrewsbury staff who worked hard behind the scenes to make these games such as success. 
 
Results: 
Swimming Champions:    Alice Smith School 
Swimming Runners Up:    Garden International School  
 
Athletics Champions:    Tanglin Trust School  
Athletics Runners Up:    Bangkok Patana School 
 
Bowl Tee Ball Champions:   Tanglin Trust School 
Plate Tee Ball Champions:   Shrewsbury International School Cup Tee Ball Champions: 
      Bangkok Patana School 
Championship Tee Ball Champions:   Alice Smith School   
Championship Boys Football Champions: Bangkok Patana School 
Cup Boys Football Champions:   Tanglin Trust School 
Championship Girls Football Champions: Alice Smith School  
Cup Girls Football Champions:   Bangkok Patana School 
 
By NICK DUNN , Director of Sport and Activities, Shrewsbury International School 

TRIUMPH OF THE FRIENDLY FOBISIA PRIMARY GROUP A1 GAMES  
Swim, Run, Jump, Bat and Score 
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OVER 170 YOUNG ATHLETES GATHERED IN BANGKOK FOR THE FOBISIA U13 
GROUP B2 GAMES HOSTED BY BANGKOK PREP  
Students from six British schools in Asia participated in the sporting event  

 
Bangkok International Preparatory & Secondary School 
(Bangkok Prep) welcomed students, supporters, and 
teachers from five British international schools in Asia to 
take part in the FOBISIA U13 Group B2 Games held during 
12th-15th March at Bangkok Prep. The event ended with a 
gala dinner held to celebrate the athletes’ achievements, 
new friendship and experiences with guest speaker Ike 
Nwankwo, former NBA player for the Los Angeles Laker. 
 
The six schools represented included Kolej Tuanku Ja’afar 
(KTJ) from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; St. Andrews 
International School, Green Valley, Thailand; The British 
International School Beijing, Shunyi; The British International 
School Kuala Lumpur; Malaysia; The British School of 
Guangzhou; and Bangkok Prep. The young athletes, aged 
between 11 and 12, competed in four sports: basketball, 
swimming, football and athletics.  
 
At the end of the three-day competition trophies were 
awarded to the most valuable player of the tournament, 
which went to a student from the British School Kuala 
Lumpur and the Sportsmanship award went to a student 

from Kolej Tuanku Ja’afar (KTJ). Outstanding performer awards were given to Sahasawat Ariyanon (Perth) from 
Bangkok Prep for great performances in football and basketball (top scorer) and winning all his swimming races. 
Georgina Winters, a Year 8 student was also awarded for Best Performer in swimming. Georgina’s performance was all-
round excellent for basketball and she won first place in her athletics event. 
 
Georgina Winters, Year 8 student at Bangkok Prep and winner of 4/4 individual swimming races and both A team 
swimming relays, said, “I had an amazing three days competing in 4 different sports, making friends and trying to 
survive the hot weather. These are great memories that I will treasure forever. ” (quote edited_Tinny) 
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elc’s HAPPY COMMENTS FROM THE B1 PRIMARY GAMES  

This year’s FOBISIA was awesome because 
we got to go to Beijing! The weather there 
was about 20°c to 26°c, which was cold; 
also, it was really windy. My roommate was 
Danielle from Year 5, she was really nice! On 
the day, we had to play football, the Under 9 
Girls came 3rd! Our football team was made 
up of Michaela, Isabelle, Zoe, Ayumi, Ashley 
and Lucy. In Athletics, I got 2nd place for the 
quoits throw, which I was happy about. So I 
really enjoyed this year’s Primary FOBISIA 
Games, and I wonder where the next one 
might be… 
 
Jessica Year 4 elc Student   
 

This year’s FOBISIA was really a good 
experience, especially because we all 

worked hard to represent elc and never 
gave up. I must say that some of the 
competitors were tough to beat, but were 
nice to make friends with. 
 
Gabriella Year 6 elc student 
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EXCELLENT MEDAL ACHIEVEMENT BY REGENT LIONS AT  
FOBISIA UNDER-13 GROUP B1 GAMES 

 
Taking a look back at the wonderful FOBISIA 
under 13 Games that Regents hosted last 
week, it is astounding how well the host team 
performed in every sport they competed in. 
 
The boys’ basketball and football teams were 
particularly outstanding, heading off some 
excellent competition to take first place in 
both sports, much to the delight of the spec-
tators who were supporting on home turf.  
 
Girls’ basketball and overall athletics finished 
second in competition, which is also a      
massive positive considering the athletes still 
have many years of FOBISIA competition for 
Regents still to come. The athletics             
programme was held at Chonburi Athletics 
Stadium and again, it was well supported by 
both Regents and the schools invited from 
around Asia. 

 
The overall medal count for the Regents’ Lions was 37 gold, 32 silver and 16 bronze.  
 
These outstanding achievements are a testament to the excellent physical education (P.E) programme that has been 
implemented by Head of P.E, Mrs. Roslyn McConnell. A bigger focus on sporting success this year can be put down to 
an after-school sports programme and focused coaching. 

“Congratulations to all our med-
al winners and a big thank you 
to all the site team, teaching 
staff and parents who helped 
make the U13 games a memora-
ble one"  Mrs. McConnell said. 
 
 
Written by Alex McInnes  
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ANNUAL HEADS’ AND SENIOR LEADERS’ 
CONFERENCE 2015 

‘Be Inspired!’ 

Dear Colleagues,  
 
We are delighted to be hosting the 2015 FOBISIA Heads and Senior Leaders conference at Tanglin Trust 
School, in the year of our 90th anniversary. The date of the conference is 7-8 November.  
 
The theme this year is ‘Be Inspired!’ and we are excited to announce that the famous British explorer, TED 
lecturer and sustainability champion, Robert Swan will be opening the conference to set the tone. We are 
also very fortunate to have guest speaker Roy Blatchford (Director of the National Education Trust) as well 
as many inspiring workshop leaders on a broad range of topics.  
 
This year’s conference will fully utilise technology, with a microsite, iPad/mobile phone app and twitter 
feed, which we will be displaying live during the conference, to encourage engagement and discussion. I 
would like to direct you to the conference microsite for registration, accommodation details, information 
on the key note speakers and other details of the conference: http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-
conference  
 
Accommodation  
It can be very difficult and expensive to book hotel rooms at any time in Singapore. To guarantee getting a 
room at the 4-star, brand new Park Hotel, at the reasonable rates we have negotiated, you must book by 
31 May 2015. There is a link to the hotel booking form on the microsite: http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia
-heads-conference/hotel-accommodation  
 
Registration  
The registration form and details of how to make payment for the Conference Fee, SGD 900  
(approx. USD 650) (inclusive of 7% goods and services tax) is on the conference microsite:  
http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference/registration     
The deadline for registration and payment is 30 June 2015.  
 
Business Meeting and AGM  
We will have our Business Meeting and AGM on Monday 9 November to allow for, and not to compro-
mise, a focus on professional development for ourselves and our Senior Leaders during the Conference on 
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 November. These meetings will close at 5.00pm on Monday 9 November.  
 
I look forward to welcoming you to Tanglin for this very special, exciting and inspiring conference!  
 
Very best wishes,  
Peter Derby-Crook  

http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference
http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference
http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference/hotel-accommodation
http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference/hotel-accommodation
http://events.tts.edu.sg/fobisia-heads-conference/registration
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Be a part of the first FOBISIA Teachers’ Conference in Asia 

Low registration fees, low accommodation costs, 

excellent CPD & networking opportunities 

16-18 October 2015. 

held at the British International School, Phuket 

Key note speaker - ‘Crossroads’ charitable organisation: 
A leading corporate social responsibility organisation. Recent projects include 

running a live 
simulation ‘refugee run’ for world leaders at the world economic forum in Da-

vos. 
 

Additional workshops led by Teachers including: 
Technology, Career Advancement, Global Issues & Job Alike Workshop  

Sharing opportunities 
 

Conference details: 

➔ cost of conference including snacks, lunches, BBQ & Gala function = 
6,000thb 

➔ choice of accommodation available in BISP boarding houses, nearby Boat 
Lagoon Resort 

Hotel, or own choice through recommendations by accommodation agent 
➔ local transport costs included in conference fee (excluding airport run) for 

guests of 
BISP Boarding & Boat Lagoon Resort Hotel 

➔ if you have previously applied you can choose to continue with the new 
look conference & 

receive reimbursement for the difference in price from the initial fee structure 
or to 

withdraw from the conference & receive 100% reimbursement 

For any queries, please contact events@bisphuket.ac.th 

Are Our Schools, Are We, 
“FIT FOR PURPOSE?” 

mailto:events@bisphuket.ac.th
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WE WISH TO RECOGNISE AND APPRECIATE THE SUPPORT OF ALL OUR  

AFFILIATE MEMBERS WHO ARE STATED BELOW 
 

1.  Abacare Hong Kong Limited   www.abacare.com   

2.  American Athletic Scholarship Pty Ltd. www.americanathleticscholarships.com.au 

3.  Anthony Millard Consulting   www.anthonymillard.co.uk  

4.  APD Singapore Pte Ltd (Malaysia)  www.apdkl.com  

5.  Aspen Holidays Sdn Bhd   www.aspenholidays.com.my  

6.  Autex Industries Ltd.     www.autex.co.nz  

7.  Baker Books - Int. School Book Club  www.bakerbooks.co.uk  

8.  BNH Hospital     www.bnh.co.th   

9.  Boardworks Ltd    www.boardworks.co.uk  

10.  Bridgewater Financial Services Ltd  www.bridgewaterfs.co.uk  

11.  British Council (Singapore) Ltd  www.britishcouncil.org.sg   

12.  Cambridge Assessment Singapore  www.cie.org.uk  

13.  Camps International Asia Sdn Bhd  www.campsinternational.com  

14.  Capita SIMS International    www.capita.co.uk  

15.  Celebrity Teacher     www.celebrityteacher.com.au  

16.   CES Holdings     www.cesholdings.com 

17.   CfBT Education Trust    www.cfbt.com  

18.   CHQ Group Ltd.    www.chqgroup.co.uk 

19.   Collins Learning  (HarperCollins)  www.harpercollins.co.uk  

20.   Dawsons Music      www.dawsons.co.uk  

21.   Double First Ltd    www.doublefirst.com   

22.   Drums for Schools Ltd    www.drumsforschools.co.uk   

23.   Educators Abroad Ltd.   www.educatorsabroad.org 

24.   Educational Travel Asia by Buffalo Tours www.buffalotours.com 

25.   Edvectus      www.edvectus.com  

26.  Eteach International    www.eteach.com   

27.  EquipMySchool    www.equipmyschool.com    

28.  Faria Systems Inc.     www.managebac.com   

29.  Fieldwork Education     www.greatlearning.com  

30.  GL Education     www.gl-education.com  

31.  Global Investors Group Ltd   www.globalinvestors.biz 

32.  Harrap Computer Systems Ltd.  www.harrap.it 

http://www.abacare.com
http://www.americanathleticscholarships.com.au
http://www.anthonymillard.co.uk
http://www.apdkl.com
http://www.aspenholidays.com.my
http://www.autex.co.nz
http://www.bakerbooks.co.uk
http://www.bnh.co.th
http://www.boardworks.co.uk
http://www.bridgewaterfs.co.uk
http://www.britishcouncil.org.sg
http://www.cie.org.uk
http://www.campsinternational.com
http://www.capita.co.uk
http://www.celebrityteacher.com.au
http://www.cesholdings.com
http://www.cfbt.com
http://www.chqgroup.co.uk
http://www.harpercollins.co.uk
http://www.dawsons.co.uk
http://www.doublefirst.com
http://www.drumsforschools.co.uk
http://www.educatorsabroad.org
http://www.buffalotours.com
http://www.edvectus.com
http://www.eteach.com
http://www.equipmyschool.com
http://www.managebac.com
http://www.greatlearning.com
http://www.gl-education.com
http://www.globalinvestors.biz
http://www.harrap.it
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WE WISH TO RECOGNISE AND APPRECIATE THE SUPPORT OF ALL OUR  

AFFILIATE MEMBERS WHO ARE STATED BELOW 

 

33. Harris Hill     www.harrishill.co.uk  

34. International Child Protection Advisors Ltd www.icpa.co.uk   

 35. Hussey Seating Asia Pacific   www.husseyseating.com   

36. Independent Coach Education   www.independentcoacheducation.co.uk 

37. Integrated Education Software Ltd  www.ies.co.nz   

38. iSAMS       www.isams.co.uk  

39. ISC Research Ltd     www.isc.uk.com 

40. Jenny Mosley Consultancies   www.jennymosley.co.uk 

41. Lantern Camps     www.lanterncamps.com   

42. Mandarin Matrix    www.mandarinmatrix.com   

43. North Star Tourism     www.emirates.net.ae   

44. Optimus Education    www.optimus-education.com   

45. Penta International     www.penta.co.uk    

46. Pret-a-Portrait     www.pret-a-portrait  

47. Protocol Education Ltd.    www.protocol-education.com 

48. Rift Valley Adventures    www.riftvalleyadventures.com  

49. SCI Group Limited     www.scigroup.org  

50. Schofield & Sims Ltd.    www.schofieldandsims.co.uk 

51. Search Associates     www.searchassociates.com  

52. Teachers’ Wealth     www.teacherswealth.com  

53. TIC Recruitment Ltd     www.ticrecruitment.com  

54. Titus Learning Ltd    www.tituslearning.com   

55. Trinity Holdings International Ltd  www.trinityhi.com  

56. Trans World Soccer    www.twsoccer.com   

57. True Teaching Pte. Co. Ltd   www.trueteaching.com  

58. TTS Group Ltd      www.tts-group.co.uk  

59. University Book Store Malaysia   www.ubsm.com.my  

60. Warwick Mann International Ltd   www.warwickmann.com  

61. WCBS International     www.wcbs.co.uk  

 

http://www.harrishill.co.uk
http://www.icpa.co.uk
http://www.husseyseating.com
http://www.tierecruitment.com
http://www.ies.co.nz
http://www.isams.co.uk
http://www.isc.uk.com
http://www.jennymosley.co.uk
http://www.lanterncamps.com
http://www.mandarinmatrix.com
http://www.emirates.net.ae
http://www.optimus-education.com
http://www.penta.co.uk
http://www.pret-a-portrait
http://www.protocol-education.com
http://www.riftvalleyadventures.com
http://www.scigroup.org
http://www.schofieldandsims.co.uk
http://www.searchassociates.com
http://www.teacherswealth.com
http://www.tierecruitment.com
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http://www.twsoccer.com
http://www.teaching.com
http://www.tts-group.co.uk
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http://www.wcbs.co.uk


 FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO FOBISIAN PLEASE CONTACT : 

Tania Donoghue, Executive Officer:  Tania.donoghue@fobisia.org  
Gurmeet Kaur, Administrator: Gurmeet.kaur@fobisia.org  

 

 CPD CONTRIBUTIONS PLEASE CONTACT: 

Daphne Wong, CPD Facilitator: daphne.wong@fobisia.org   

 EVENTS CONTRIBUTIONS PLEASE CONTACT: 

    Mona Wu, Events Coordinator: mona.wu@fobisia.org  
 

Visit our website www.fobisia.org  for more information  

M I S S I O N   A N D   G O A L S 
To promote excellence, high achievement and good practice through a British-style education  

for the members of FOBISIA. 

To promote consistent British-style education through shared programmes,  

cooperative initiatives and inter-school enrichment activities. 

Head Office: 
 

39/4 Todsamon Clubhouse Building, M.FI, 
Soi LaSalle 39/1, 
Sukhumvit 105, 

Bangna 
Bangkok 10260 

 
Tania Donoghue,  

Executive Officer, FOBISIA 
Email: Tania.donoghue@fobisia.org 

Skype: tania.donoghue 
 

Daphne Wong, 
CPD Coordinator, FOBISIA 

Email:  daphne.wong@fobisia.org  
 

Mona Wu 
Events Coordinator, FOBISIA 

                      Email: mona.wu@fobisia.org  

Kuala Lumpur Office: 
 

No 5 Jalan Negeri Sembilan Selatan, 
Off Lorong Travers, 

Federal Hills, 
50480 Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia 
 
 

Gurmeet Kaur, 
Administrator, FOBISIA 

Email: Gurmeet.kaur@fobisia.org  

FOBISIA OFFICES 
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